Poems In The Wake of October 7*"

Kaddish Asaf Gur

Mom is Always Right Itay Lev
Good Day Tal Shavit



Kaddish Asaf Gur

Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

Yitgadal V’yitkadash Shmei Raba

And no one came

Many thousands called Him on Shabbat morning
Crying His name out loud

Begging Him with tears just to come

But He ceased from all His work

No God came

And no God calmed

Only Satan celebrated uninterrupted

Dancing between kibbutzim and the slaughter
festival

And our correspondent goes on to report
All the while sobbing

Saying there is a burnt baby

And there is an abducted baby

There is an orphaned baby

And there is a day-old baby

Still linked to his mother’s body by the umbilical
cord

He hadn’t even managed to find out his name
What will be inscribed on the tiny headstone
With a single date for birth and death

This is what the kibbutz looks like after Satan’s
visit

Turning the broadcast back to the studio
Quiet now they are shooting

They are also launching rockets

And there is no government

And there is no mercy

Just the screaming and the pictures
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That will never leave the mind
The seventh of October

Two thousand twenty three.



Mom is Always Right Itay Lev

Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

Mom said that when I grew up there would be no army.
Mom was right.

I haven’t yet grown up and already there was no army.

It wasn’t there when I heard the screaming outside.

It wasn’t there when I saw dad so scared and stressed.

It wasn’t there when the door was kicked in.

It wasn’t there when I hid under the bed.

It wasn’t there when we three pushed back on the door of the safe room.
It wasn’t there when time just stood still.

It wasn’t there when they suddenly entered.

It wasn’t there when they tore dad off mom

Mom had said that when I grew up there would be no army.
Mom was right

Now all I want is to tell her that she is always right.

I cried, I screamed, and still she is silent.
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Good Day Tal Shavit

I want to manage all the war rooms,
mobilize all the supply chains,

I want to take care of all the children,
of all the single mothers

and those who are gone.

I want to turn myself into protective vests
for all the fighters,

become iron domes over the heads,
of all the girls,

gach and every one.

To sustain all the families,

The evacuated

The broken

The crushed.

Return those who were taken,
Bring back all that is gone.

I want to collect all the donations,
And take them where they belong.
To pass all the messages

To make all the sandwiches

To oversee all the efforts.

But on a good day

I manage

Sometimes

to breathe

Sometimes

to drink

Sometimes

to call loved ones.

On a good day

I manage

Sometimes

To cry.
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